Unique Opportunity for Marietta High School Students
While the thought of cutting a body open and seeing
what’s inside only induces cringes for most, a class full
of future medical professionals at Marietta High School
greeted the opportunity with avid enthusiasm.
The 44 students enrolled in the school’s Anatomy &
Physiology course were able to witness an actual autopsy
through a narrated video conference.
Provided by COSI, the videotape of an actual autopsy is
accompanied by live narration by a pathologist resident
from The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center.
Participants must work through the “case” and solve for
cause of death. The 90-minute autopsy is shown from the
external examination and Y-incision to the removal of and
dissection of individual organs, including the brain.
The offering of an Anatomy & Physiology course within
high school is unusual itself, so being able to take part in
the autopsy activity is yet another way the participating
students are getting great experience and preparation
for their pursuit of health careers.
“Since a lot of the students who are in my class are
interested in the medical profession I thought it would be
helpful to give them an opportunity to see some options
of experiences that they may encounter later in the
career field,” Vickie Hall, the class’s teacher, said.

For Allie Rainer, a junior, the program was a chance for
her to gain valuable knowledge and experience in
regards to her intended field of study.
With plans to be a pre-med major and eventually
become an oncologist, Rainer sees her anatomy class
and the program as major advantages compared to
many of her peers who will not have such exposure
before college. “The autopsy program gave me a better
idea of what it will really be like, “she said.

When the Marietta Community Foundation heard about
the program, it approached one of its fund’s executors,
Mary Anton, who is a nurse herself. The Hoye-Antons Family
Charitable Fund supported the request.

The kits provided to students actually help to extend the
learning even further when the video conference was
over. They allowed students to run their own toxicology
tests, a rather unique opportunity for high school students.
“This real-world experience is what makes learning
memorable for students,” Hall said.

“It’s right up my alley,” Anton said, in regards to the
autopsy program. ”In our area, there are plenty of
students that want to go into the medical profession, so
this is a great way to get a feeling for it,” she said.

While she’s very excited to get to teach such a specialized
class as Anatomy & Physiology, Hall remains grateful for
the opportunity to extend her students’ practical,
real-world learning through the Foundation’s help.

Making such connections between donors’ interests and
beneficial opportunities throughout the community is
exactly what the Foundation strives to do every day.

“I cannot put into words how grateful I am for the
opportunity that the Marietta Community Foundation
provided for my students,” Hall said. “It allowed them to
see practical, real-world applications of everything that
we have been learning in class. Without the Foundation’s
funding, such an opportunity would not have been
possible.”

“This was an absolute perfect example of connecting a
donor with a need that also fits their interests,” Foundation
President Heather Allender said. “This is exactly what we
want to accomplish with our funds.”
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Where good intentions become great accomplishments

Donor Advised Funds: The Perfect Solution
Capture Capital Gains for Charitable Purposes: By making a gift of long-term capital gain property such as
publicly traded stock to a donor-advised fund, you avoid capital gains tax on appreciation and receive an income tax
charitable deduction for the fair market value of the contributed securities. By giving from your assets rather than just
your income through a donor-advised fund, you can amplify your philanthropy in a tax efficient manner.

Simplify Gift Reporting: One Gift, One Receipt. You can centralize your giving and cut down on the number of tax
receipts you need for annual recordkeeping by making one gift to your donor-advised fund. We issue a gift
acknowledgement to you for tax purposes. Over time, you can request that grants be made out of your fund to
charities that you recommend.

Create a Philanthropic Inheritance for Children Now or Through Estate Planning: You are thinking of how to
create a mechanism to get your children, friends or family members civically engaged, both now and in the future. You
can name a donor-advised fund at the Marietta Community Foundation as the beneficiary of a retirement account,
bequest or Charitable Remainder or Lead Trust as a way of creating a “philanthropic inheritance” for your children,
friends or family members.

Engaging Family Members in Grantmaking: You like the idea of an annual family meeting to promote discussion,
pass along your values and enhance family relationships and dialogue. A donor-advised fund lets you suggest grants
that you want to support, as well as some that might be determined by consensus through a family meeting.

Terminate an Existing Private Foundation: You created a private foundation many years ago and now
circumstances have changed – whether through family changes or geographic dispersion, new charitable priorities
or estate planning intentions. You can transition your private foundation into a donor-advised fund at the Marietta
Community Foundation and retain the best part of the foundation experience – focusing on grants and community
impact.

